Prevention and Contra/Infection
removal to an institution of a person suffering from tuberculosis,
provided that (a) the case is infectious and proper precautions
against the spread of infection cannot be taken, (b) serious risk
of infection is caused to others, and (c) accommodation is available
in a suitable hospital or institution.
The Court can order the person to be removed to an institution
and to be retained there for a period not exceeding three months.
Application for a renewal of the period must be made before the
expiration of any period for which an order was obtained. At
least three clear days* notice must be given to the person or to his
representative in respect of whom application is to be made. The
Court has power to require the patient to be examined by such
medical practitioner as it may direct. The Court has also
power to direct that the County Council or Local Authority
making the application shall pay the whole or part of the cost of
removal to and maintenance in the institution of the patient.
REMOVAL OF CONTACTS, A logical preventive
procedure is the removal of young contacts from homes in which
there exist open casts of tuberculosis- This method of protection
which originated in France, is known as the Grancher System.
Its aim is to remove young susceptible contacts from infected
homes, especially those which are overcrowded and insanitary,
and to bring them up under conditions which are free from risk
of infection and which will encourage the development and
maintenance of a higher degree of resistance by improvement in
nutrition and by healthy surroundings, The first important step
in the system is the removal of young contacts, especially under
the age of three, who are tuberculin negative, and the younger the
child the more urgent is the necessity for removal The removal
of contacts who are tuberculin positive is also indicated for the
two^fold reason that not only does it provide an increased measure
of resistance to combat the infection which is already present,
minimal though it may be, but it prevents the occurrence of
further infection. Hebert emphasizes the importance of three
medical desiderata in approaching the examination of contacts,
namely the few recognizable symptoms and signs in many cases
of incipient tuberculosis, the long latent period between infection
and clinical disease, and the necessity for special attention being
paid to adolescents and young adult contacts. Kayne, who has
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